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Government reaction to GSLP/Liberals on public playgrounds 
 
Mr Licudi’s statement on behalf of the GSLP/Liberals criticising alleged delay by the Government in 
reproviding the playground at Westside Promenade is simply incredible. 
 
The first point that needs to be made is that if the GSLP had won the 1996 General Election there 
would be no public playground or amenities there at all!  The GSD’s first decision in Government in 
May 1996 was to reverse the previous GSLP Government’s decision to allocate the entire length of 
the waterfront to a developer to build a continuous row of town houses. 
 
This would have locked all the other residents of the area out of access to the sea front altogether, 
let alone having any promenade or leisure facilities.  Instead, the GSD Government (in addition to 
rectifying the Harbour Views housing fiasco) cancelled the allocation to the developer and built the 
promenade and playground in its place. 
 
Mr Licudi’s pretence of concern for the residents of the area is therefore pure political theatre and 
hypocrisy.  He expresses that concern on behalf of the same party, led by the same person, who 
made the decision that residents of that area should have no leisure and recreation facilities at all! 
 
Secondly, as most people know, the issue at Westside Promenade has not been simply the 
reprovision of the playground.  It has also been necessary to redesign and rebuild to much greater 
size and higher specification the rock revetment of the whole reclamation area, which as built by 
the GSLP Government did not survive the October 2008 severe storm.  The project has involved 
considerable time and millions of pounds of expense. 
 
A spokesman for the Government said :- 
 
“Once again the GSLP pretend to champion a cause that they showed absolutely no interest and 
concern for when they were in Government. 
 
The Government continues to deliver the extensive range of projects and improvements set out in 
its manifesto, which is a four year programme.  Such is the scale of improvement so obviously 
being delivered across Gibraltar that the Opposition can do no more than flounder and criticise 
superficially and destructively on all fronts”. 
 


